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Image 1 – Colorized photograph of Dutch Hoffman circa 1942. The George F. Boyer Museum.
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Frank S. Hoffman better known as
“Dutch,” is a name synonymous with the
history of South Jersey ocean lifeguarding,
the City of Wildwood and, most
importantly, the Wildwood Beach Patrol.
For thirty-seven years, Dutch Hoffman
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Postcard - Wildwood Beach and Boardwalk circa 1905. Schneider Collection

spent his life ensuring the safety of the
millions of visitors bathing in the ocean in
the City of Wildwood.

Like many Wildwood lifeguards who have served through
the years, “Dutch” was not originally from Wildwood. Frank S.
Hoffman was born in Philadelphia in 1906. He lived on a small
street at 818 Locust Avenue in Germantown where he attended
the local schools1. He earned his nickname from his family’s
heritage being of Dutch ancestry. “Dutch” was also a popular
nickname taken by professional athletes in the 1920’s, often
called the “Golden Age of Sports.” Always athletic and physically
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strong, Dutch Hoffman played football and basketball.
Hoffman is rumored to have played football for
professional and semi-professional teams in the Greater
Philadelphia area. Dutch also spent a short time at the
Pennsylvania Military Institute where he played on the
basketball team, and started on the football team as
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Wildwood Beach Patrol 1912. Schneider Collection

fullback.2 In his late teens, he began his lifeguard career

in the resort areas of Pennsylvania during the summer months.3
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The Wildwood Beach Patrol began its existence in
1905 with the appointment of the first Municipal Wildwood
Beach Patrol Captain.4 The “life saver” staff would grow by
single digits until 1912, mirroring the slow growth of the
cities of Wildwood and Holly Beach. In 1912, the City of
Wildwood and the City of Holly Beach would coalesce into
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Wildwood Advertisement.
The George F. Boyer Museum

one destination on the Seashore Rail Line—Wildwood, New Jersey. With this
consolidation, the City created a professional paid public lifesaving force of
approximately 17 patrol members.5 In the years after World War I and during the
“Roaring Twenties,” Wildwood expanded as a tourist mecca, rivaling Atlantic City as the
premier summer beach destination in New Jersey.

Thousands of tourists and visitors arrived by
train daily and then later in the decade by
automobile. In the summer of 1927, at age twenty,
Dutch traveled to Wildwood, New Jersey to be a
lifeguard. Hoffman successfully earned a lifeguard
position on the Beach Patrol under Captain Gerald
Livezey. This
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Wildwood Beach Patrol Boat circa 1927.
Schneider Collection

same season, Gerald Livezey replaced Bill Gardner
as Captain of the Wildwood Beach Patrol. Captain
Livezey, a lifelong friend of Dutch and also a
football player, recognized Dutch as an exceptional
athlete and lifeguard.6
Image 7
Wildwood Beach Patrol 1927 – Dutch is second row fourth
From left. The George F. Boyer Museum.
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Dutch discovered his passion for
lifeguarding, the Atlantic Ocean, and
the City of Wildwood. He worked his
way through the ranks, first as a
lifeguard and then as a Lieutenant. By
1935, Dutch would become one of the
most trusted lifeguards on the beach.
Along with fellow Lieutenant Joseph
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Postcard - Wildwood Beach looking north from Wildwood Crest 1933.
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Franko and four other lifeguards,
including “Smokey” (William S. Martin) and Wilburt Augustine, Dutch was appointed a
member of the “Special Speed Patrol.” The Speed Patrol would
use special Pacific “surf boards” to make rescues. These “surf
boards” would be an addition to lifeboats and “made a 100yard rescue 20 seconds faster.”7 Lieutenant Hoffman was a
part of the opening of the 1935 Lincoln Avenue Beach
Hospital, a state of the art facility with a full time physician.8
The current Wildwood Beach Patrol Headquarters has
occupied the footprint of the original Lincoln Avenue Beach
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“Speed Patrol”
The George F. Boyer Museum.

Hospital since 1989.

A further development on the Wildwood Beach
in 1935 was the opening of the Wildwood Beach Club,
the first municipal Beach Club of its kind.9 The Beach
Club was located in the area between north of the Beach
Hospital and Schellenger Avenue. The club hosted live
music, beach sports and even had palm trees; it was

Image 4
Wildwood Beach Club circa 1937
The George F. Boyer Museum

entirely staffed by lifeguards. The Hunt’s Family Pier was also opened this year on the
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boardwalk. The season saw a major social change, with the symbolic end of Victorian
era; Mayor Doris W. Bradway allowed jersey-less bathing suits for male beach patrons.10
Women’s beach attire also became more revealing in this decade. Managing the Beach
Patrol through the Great Depression as Lieutenant and then Captain, Hoffman witnessed
summers come and go. While the rest of the country and New Jersey suffered economic
stress, vacationers still would arrive by train and automobile to Wildwood seeking a day
at the beach. Each summer was perceived as better than the season prior. The 1935
season was judged to be the best year for tourism since 1929, just months before the
historic stock market plunge; and 1936 was to be just as prosperous for the vacation
resort.11

The summer season of 1936 saw the
departure of Captain Livezey, who was
replaced by Winfield Inglee. Inglee
continued to promote the changes that
occurred under Livezey, with Dutch serving
as one of many Lieutenants.12 With hotels
booked early, 1936 was a banner year for the
Wildwoods, and more lifeguards were hired
to meet the needs to safely protect every part
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Captain Winfield Inglee and Dutch circa 1936.
The George F. Boyer Museum

of the beach. During the height of the Great Depression, the patrol would grow to over
forty staff members. Captain Inglee would last one year as the head of the patrol and in
1937 another season of early June crowds and warm weather would cause Wildwood
Beach director Mike Malley to increase the lifeguard staff from a skeleton crew to full
protection.13 Frank “Dutch” Hoffman was appointed Captain of the Wildwood Beach
Patrol this season. He would remain Captain of the Wildwood Beach Patrol for the next
twenty-five summers, ending only at his death.
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-4-

CAPTAIN HOFFMAN

As the resort prospered, the Wildwood Beach Patrol
continued expanding until there was a lifeguard stand placed
every block. Two Lieutenants supervised these stands. Beach
Patrol staff included two Medics, six Beach Policemen, and
two Matrons. Beach safety was a priority in the community
with the effort to make Wildwood, New Jersey a year round
resort. Dutch worked six-months per year as the full-time
Captain of the Beach Patrol. In the six winter months, he was

Image 6
Dutch and Lieutenants Circa 1940’s
The George F. Boyer Museum

employed by the city as an Electrical Inspector.

The spring of 1939 bloomed like prior years as America was coming out of the
Great Depression with one exception. Wildwood was still a
top vacation destination of the Atlantic Coast; however war
was on the horizon. The Empire of Japan was rattling its
saber in the East and German U-boats were patrolling less
than 20 miles off the New
Jersey coast. Two summer
seasons would pass before
Image 13
Wildwood Beach Patrol 1941.
The George F. Boyer Museum

the United States would
enter the war in 1941. The 1941

season and prior to the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor
brought a patriotic tradition to Wildwood Beach Patrol,
the daily raising of the flag and the playing of the
national anthem on the boardwalk.14 Captain
Hoffman’s lifeguard force would feel the pinch of war
as more than 26 of his experienced men would enlist to
exchange their WBP tank and whistle for a military
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assignment.15 One of these men, Charlie Elner, sat the stand for Dutch during the
summers of 1942 and ‘43. Charlie recalled summer nights hearing explosions off the
coast and oil patches washing up on the beach in the morning.16 Lifeguard Elner also
recalled working with many young and inexperienced lifeguards these years, driving
Dutch to be a strict disciplinarian. Charlie Elner would eventually leave the Wildwood
Beach Patrol, join the US Navy and, fortunately,
survive the war. Unknown is how many
members of the WBP served or how many were
as lucky as Charlie to return. One fact of war is
certain, U-boats were off the coast of Wildwood
Image 15
German U-858 surrendered off the Cape May Coast.
The American Warrior

and unfortunate freighters were their
victims.17 18
&

The Second World War in
Europe ended in May of 1945. The
first wave of European Theater
soldiers began to return to the United
States just in time for the summer
season on the East Coast. In July, the
armed forces issued massive
furloughs to soldiers and sailors
returning home. Pioneer automaker
Henry Ford issued a statement that
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The Wildwood by the Sea sign directed travelers to the Shore town,
1950. The George F. Boyer Museum

"the nation and the world are on the threshold of a prosperity and standard of living that
never before were considered possible." The post-war years saw a tremendous growth in
tourism. Still affected by manpower shortages caused by war, Dutch had the Beach
Patrol prepared for the boom that was to hit Wildwood.
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The summer of 1946 saw the re-appointment of Captain Hoffman once
again. This was to be his first summer with a full veteran staff of lifeguards since the
start of the war.19 Twenty-six lifeguards would be returning to their positions in the
stand. Included among the group were Joe Petro, coach of St. Joseph’s football squad,
and Jimmy Woodside of Temple University. In a letter to Dutch, Woodside expressed
his interest in returning to Dutch’s force all the way from his post in China.

Image 8
Dutch in a Noxzema advertisement cameo circa 1950. Philadelphia Inquirer

Image 7
Noxzema add circa 1950.
Philadelphia Inquirer

Personally, Dutch received attention
from the growing economic boom and the
notoriety of being the Captain of the
Lifeguards at the “World’s Finest and Safest
Bathing Beach.” He became the product
spokesperson for Noxzema skin cream, stating
“Noxzema quickly cools and soothes – even
severe cases of sunburn.”20 Hoffman touted
the benefits of J.R. for Athlete’s foot. Dutch’s
name, image and words emblazoned
packaging and national advertising for both
product brands.
Image 19
J.R. advertisement.
Delaware News Journal, August 1953
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As the volume of post war
visitors to the island grew, so did the
resort’s nightlife on the west side of
the boardwalk. The Doo-Wop Era
was in rock and roll infancy.
Wildwood’s clubs offered top-rated
entertainment that in turn fueled an
additional increase in visitors, music
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Postcard Wildwood Beach Looking South from North Wildwood 1957. Schneider Collection

venues, hotels and vehicle traffic.

Enhancing the individual attractions of Wildwood was the construction of the
Garden State Parkway between 1946 and 1957; this allowed people to travel in mass to
the beach by car, a trend that would eventually lead to the end
of the Wildwood’s dependence on the rail lines. American
Airlines derailed train travel even further with non-stop
flights to the Cape County Airport.21 Summer nights were
filled with music and dance. Bill Haley and the Comets first
performed “Rock Around the Clock” at the HofBrau Hotel in
Wildwood on Memorial Day weekend 1954, adding to the

Image 21
Bill Haley & His Comets period button. The
George F. Boyer Museum

birth of Rock and Roll music. On May 29, 1954, Haley’s performance even featured
Ocean City, NJ native Dick Richards on drums as a member of the Comets.22 The sheer
number of people visiting the clubs at night increased due to 1950’s popular culture;
however by day, the premier attraction was the vast expanse of the Wildwood Beach and
the blue waters of the Atlantic Ocean. The safety of the east side of the boardwalk was
the responsibility of Captain Frank “Dutch” Hoffman.
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Serious and conscientious about his responsibilities, Dutch was described as “all
business.” Former Wildwood guards have described him as a “combination father,
coach, leader, confessor and strict (former guard’s emphasis) disciplinarian.” “He was
always up front with us, told us what he expected from us, and held us accountable for
actions, and you always knew he had your back. Prior to working on the Wildwood
Beach Patrol, first year lifeguards had to pass a ten-day training period, taught by a WBP
Lieutenant. This new lifeguard training has become known as ‘Rookie School.’ “Dutch
was among the first in South Jersey to institute a ‘Rookie School’ to test and train new
lifeguards.”23

Image 22
New Lifeguards receive their uniform from Dutch on the ramp of Lincoln Beach Hospital circa 1945. The George F. Boyer Museum

Dutch’s commitment to beach safety did not preclude a
sense of humor and was not above an occasional practical joke.
One former guard tells about the “five-man lift” when
unsuspecting junior lifeguards were asked to volunteer to lift a
heavy object near the headquarters. As [lifeguards] strained at
Image 23
Captain Hoffman circa 1950
The George F. Boyer Museum

their chore, buckets of water were poured on them from above.24
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Shenanigans aside, public safety was Dutch’s primary concern as the leader of the
Wildwood Beach Patrol, and he was extremely aware of his responsibility and role as
Captain. Prior to World War One, drownings on the 5-Mile Beach (the Island where the
Wildwoods were located) were a monthly and sometimes even a weekly occurrence with
individuals and large groups succumbing to the sea. When municipal lifeguard forces
expanded in the shore town boom of the 1920’s, the standard of measuring death by
drowning changed. Safety and prevention became the focus of shore towns and
preventative lifeguarding allowed the standard measure of drowning deaths to be in
seasons, years and eventually decades without an incident of drowning.25

Dutch was witness to his first drowning on the
beach in Wildwood on June 17, 1929 when he, along with
Captain Livezey, attempted to rescue Fredrick Coons and
James Young.26 Coons failed to be revived by beach
surgeons and both Hoffman and Livezey were
downhearted by their failure to uphold the record of no
drownings in five years. In response to this sobering
reminder of the unforgiving power of the sea, as a guard,
and then as a supervisor, Dutch continually ensured that

Image 24
Lifeguards painting boats for the season.
Philadelphia Inquirer

equipment was always well maintained and effectively
used during rescues. Additionally, he instituted and
practiced preventative lifeguarding. A former guard
stated, “(Dutch) loved boat layout.”27 Boat layout is
essentially placing lifeguards in a surfboat on the east
Image 25
Lifeguards practicing rescue techniques from a
motorized WBP rescue craft circa 1950.
Philadelphia Inquirer

side of the bathing crowd, keeping the public from
venturing to unsafe depths. The legacy of this practice is
that layout is still used as a preventative lifeguarding
____
- 10 -

CAPTAIN HOFFMAN

tactic, whether by boat, rescue board, can (torpedo) and personal water craft lifeguards
are off the stand in a position to prevent drowning.28

Lastly, Dutch Hoffman managed men over a
35 year period where being hard-nosed and working
hard were valued in leisure,
sport and profession. Dutch
was a lieutenant when the
first women lifeguards took

Image 26
Wildwood Female Lifeguards demonstrate rescue
techniques for onlookers circa 1933.
Schneider Collection

the stand on the Wildwood
Image 27
Wildwood Female Lifeguards at their
stand circa 1933.
The George F. Boyer Museum

beach in 1933, but women lifeguards were the exception rather
than the norm. The first black lifeguards to work the Wildwood

stands were hired by Dutch in the 1940’s, less than five years after he became captain.
This was years before President Truman’s Executive Order 9981 (1948) that ended racial
segregation in the United States Armed Forces.29 Lifeguarding in the early 20th century
was a male dominated profession and some men needed the pay to support their
families. Professionals need to be paid a livable wage
in the shadow of inflation. From the post war economic
boom until his death in 1962, Hoffman had to mitigate
lifeguards striking for better wages, better gear and
professional treatment from city politicians. Major work
actions occurred in 1950 and Dutch’s last year on the

Image 28
Wildwood Lifeguards 1950. The George F. Boyer Museum

beach in August 1962.30&31 The strike actions taken by Wildwood lifeguards brought the
attention of national news agencies. In navigating the news headlines, lifeguard demands
and city government, Captain Hoffman was hard-nosed, compassionate and forgiving. In
the end, compromise prevailed; professional lifeguards went back to work protecting the
safety of the bathing public on the beaches of Wildwood.
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Frank “Dutch” Hoffman died peacefully at his home in Wildwood of a heart attack
on November 25, 1962. That evening, Hoffman was probably following the 28-14 win
by the Philadelphia Eagles over the Dallas Cowboys on a chilly fall evening.32 He was
survived by his wife Edith, and daughters Joan and Barbara, along with three
grandchildren. He was buried offshore at Tabernacle Cemetery in Erma.33

The passing of Dutch Hoffman led to a vacuum in
beach patrol leadership as the summer of 1963
approached. As spring blossomed, one of Dutch’s top
Lieutenants, John Capacio, was appointed the new
Captain of the Wildwood Beach Patrol. Captain
Capacio was a former Navy man who would take the
helm of the patrol from 1963 to 1977. One of the most
turbulent times in US history, the sixties and early
seventies led to the masses of baby boomers flocking
the Wildwood beach, a time of Vietnam War and
Image 29
Mike Regosch on top of the stand at 26th Street in the
summer of 1975. Regosch Collection Philadelphia
Evening Bulletin August 1975

protest, British invasion, Nixon, Jaws, disco and sexual

freedom.34 Not submitting public
safety to be distracted by world
events, Captain Capacio was capable
of maintaining the professional legacy
of his former friend and mentor Dutch
Hoffman.

Image 30
Wildwood Lifeguards were in attendance at the premier of the movies Lifeguard
and Jaws of the boardwalk. W.B.P.A.A.
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Honoring Dutch and his legacy, Captain Capacio began a lifeguard competition in
his memory during the summer of 1963. Over the decades, the race has grown to
encompass all the South Jersey Beach Patrols. The Frank “Dutch “ Hoffman Memorial
Lifeguard Championships is recognized as a “Big Three” or “Triple Crown” race in
South Jersey Lifeguarding along with the Margate “World War II” Memorials and South
Jersey Lifeguard Championship. The Dutch Hoffman Memorial Races are now
traditionally held on the last Friday in July at the Lincoln Avenue beach in Wildwood.
The event is a celebration of one man who came to a New Jersey shore town and created
the “World’s Finest and Safest Bathing Beach.” The love of public safety, community
service and competition is the legacy of Captain Frank “Dutch” Hoffman.

Image 31
Captain Hoffman circa 1950
The George F. Boyer Museum

Image 32
1939 Wildwood Advertisement “World’s Finest and Safest Bathing Beach.” Philadelphia Inquirer
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